Author Magazine: Book Review Assessment


World Literature Mischler

Your THREE book (short story, plays, poetry collections, and essays) reviews will be typed, single spaced, and in column format. The book reviews should be one page each. They should be ready to share and proofread in class on Thursday, April 14, 2005. Before the book reviews go to a final draft, they will be assessed on how well you address the following categories, your choice of style, tone, and diction, and using support from the text and outside criticism. Above all, play with the language and the literary, poetic, comedic, and dramatic devices. Mirror other literary critics’ styles -the Stephen Kings, the Colin McEnroes, the New York Times, etc.  Add humor, pose questions, and allude to similar traits.

A book review would address several of the following categories listed below. Please respond to each category by writing a 5 to 9 paragraph response for each. Every sentence counts. So choose wisely.

· You may write each category in any sequence. 

· Please include quotations and specific examples (YOU & AUTHOR) from the text  (AUTHOR) and criticism (LITERARY CRITICS) where strong support is needed. 

· A caveat: Don’t give the whole book away! Intrigue your reader then end the review! 
· Ultimately, Sell that book and make the audience want to read the book.

1) Evaluative judgment: Identify the audience. What makes this book for this audience worthy of a read? Use direct examples from text.

2) Themes: Does the text cause you to think about universal human issues? Current life issues? Explain and describe. Use quotations and direct examples from the text. 

3) Assessment of author’s craft: strengths and weaknesses of the text. Use quotations and direct examples from the text:

· Setting: what is the historical, social, and/or physical setting? Does it enhance the plot? Is it well described?

· Characterization: Believable? Complex? Consistent? Dynamic and/or flat characters?

Characters respond to ideas, thoughts, feelings, sensations or impressions. How does the responses of our characters reveal the theme of the work?

· Plot: From whose point of view is the story told? Does it sustain interest and/or suspense? Is it predictable? Is it in chronological order? Uses foreshadowing? Uses flashback?  

· Language, style, and tone: descriptive ability: use of strong verbs, nouns, adjectives, use of sensory imagery, use of figurative language, use of humor, use of realistic dialogue, use of allusion? Others?

4) Comparisons/connections: How does this book compare to other works you’ve read from the author? When did the author write this book- during what period of his/her life? Compare to other writers, other books of the time period or now. 

5) Movie or audiotape potential – consider the possibilities, would today’s audience “buy into it” and which audience would it target? Why?

