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Semester Action Project


As a requirement for this course, you must complete an action project. After selecting and researching a case study of your choice, you will become an advocate for positive change by creating and implementing an action plan. This assignment counts as your final exam for the course (20% of the semester grade).

TIMELINE

1) Choose an issue and a case study (either a specific area of the world or an        individual);
2) Conduct research using the internet, interviews, newspapers, periodicals, books and videos;
3) Implement action project;
4) Evaluate action project.
SOME POSSIBLE TOPICS

genocide

torture

human trafficking

death penalty

globalization and poverty

child labor

AIDS

land mine victims

domestic violence

fair trade economics

child soldiers

hunger

refugees of war

prisoners of conscience

voting rights

micro-financing

arms trade

indigenous rights
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ACTION PROECT TOPIC CHOICE

Look through the human rights reference books, websites and other sources to choose an issue that interests you for this project. After choosing an issue, select a specific case study (either in a particular geographic region or an individual) that best illustrates all the aspects of your issue.

Answer the following questions in a journal.

1. What general human rights issue will  you address?
2. What specific case study will you research?
3. What prior knowledge do you have regarding this issue?
4. Why did you choose this particular issue and case study?
5. What do you hope to learn from this research? Pose some questions to be answered by your research.
6. What sources will help you with this research? Identify.
Date due:
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Action Project Implementation

Once you have completed your research and assessment of your selected issue and case study, you must develop an action project of your design that will serve as a vehicle for positive change. Apply what you have learned in a meaningful manner by creating and implementing a unique action plan. As you develop your plan, you should focus on a specific goal as well as a target audience. 

SOME ACTION PROJECT IDEAS (to Educate, Promote and Inspire)

-Organize a panel discussion on a specific topic to educate the Hall community

-Create a documentary addressing an issue in the Hall or West Hartford community

-Organize a benefit concert or poetry slam to educate the community

-Organize a human rights art exhibit or theatrical production

-Create a human rights website for the Hall community

-Produce a human rights newsletter for the Hall community

-Interview a human rights activist and publish the article in a local newspaper

-Collect oral histories related to human rights and donate these to the local library

-Organize a letter writing campaign about a human rights issue

-Establish a human rights wall at Hall (perhaps in the cafeteria) and invite students

  to attach poems, essays and drawings celebrating freedom, equality and other rights

-Organize a human rights film festival at Hall or in the community

-Write a piece of music about human rights and perform it for the community

-Plan and teach a lesson on human rights to an elementary or middle school class

-Invite guest speakers to Hall to discuss human rights advocacy

-Organize teach-ins about a specific issue or an advocacy group

Project Implementation Date:
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Action Project Evaluation

An integral part of activism is the ability to evaluate progress and make changes to enhance success. You must write a 2-3 page reflection in response to these questions:

1. How did  you decide on your issue and case study?
2. What kinds of materials did you find for your research? Which were most useful?
3. What problems did you encounter in researching this topic?
4. How did you decide on your action project?
5. How successful was your action project in achieving your goals and reaching your target audience?
6.What factors influenced the outcome of your action project?

7. How would you pursue your advocacy plans differently in the future?
8. Do you plan to continue some kind of human rights advocacy work in the future?
    Explain.

This reflection journal is due:
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Action Project Contract

Once you have completed your research and assessment of your selected issue and case study, you must develop an action project of your design that will serve as a vehicle for positive change. Apply what you have learned in a meaningful manner by creating and implementing a unique action plan. As you develop your plan, you should focus on a specific goal as well as a target audience. In order to facilitate this process, you must sign and submit this contract by

STUDENT NAME:

STUDENT SIGNATURE:

ISSUE:

CASE STUDY:

ACTION PROJECT GOAL:

TARGET AUDIENCE:

ACTION PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

ACTION PROJECT TIMELINE:


