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Dialectical Response Journal

A dialectical journal is an important means to develop a better understanding of the issues we discuss in class. It is the place where you will incorporate the ideas we discuss in class, your own ideas about the material we read and view, and your personal response to those texts and videos. It will be invaluable to you when you prepare for class discussions and the final action project.

Dialectic means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation involving question and answer.” This is what you will be doing in your journal. You will record thoughts, questions, insights and ideas while you read or view a film or participate in a class discussion.

For each entry, separate the page into two columns. In the left column, record the facts, issues and/or ideas referred to in the reading, video or discussion. Include specific details. Jot down phrases, quotations, or any memorable ideas or images. In the right column, identify your thoughts, questions, insights and connections to the material.

You will be expected to write a journal for all the readings and videos we use in class. In addition, you will use this format for guest speakers.

Grading criteria for journals:

A

-Detailed, meaningful issues identified



-Thoughtful interpretation, makes insightful personal connections



  and asks thought provoking questions



-Coverage of issues is complete and thorough

B

-Less detailed, some issues identified



-Some intelligent commentary, addresses some personal connections



-Asks pertinent questions



-Adequately addresses the issues

C

-Few good details are identified



-Commentary is vague, lacks serious in-depth discussion



-Limited personal connection, few questions



-Addresses some of the issues, yet not very thorough

D/F

-Very few details



-Insufficient discussion or personal commentary on the issues



-Insufficient personal connections, no questions


