Hall High Human Rights Coalition:

Statement of Purpose:



The Hall High Human Rights Coalition is a dedicated group of students and teachers whose mission is to defend the human rights of others in their community and around the world. We battle ignorance by spreading awareness about human rights violations everywhere. We take action against injustice through demonstrations, petitions, letter writing, and fundraising in and around our community. This year we have demonstrated our determination in our purpose on several occasions. Included in our activities throughout this year have been a town-wide rally for peace in Darfur, a documentary film showing of “Darfur Diaries,” Teach-ins about the genocide to the school, Red Hand Week- a week dedicated to stopping the use of child soldiers around the world, a Human rights mural, and much more. 

The Memory Project comes to Hall:

From Ben Schumaker, founder of the Memory Project:
I founded the Memory Project in October, 2004, following the advice of a 
man in Guatemala.  Having grown up in an orphanage, this young man did 
not have any pictures from his earliest years or any parents to share 
memories of his youth.  Consequently, he felt that much of his childhood 
had been forgotten, and he shared this feeling with a group of university 
students working at the orphanage.  As one of the students, I was very 
moved by his story, and I founded the Memory Project as a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization after returning home.  
Since then, the project has quickly spread into schools throughout the 
country thanks to the help of many extraordinary teachers and students.  In 
addition to the Memory Portraits program, the project now includes a 
Books of Hope program in which students of all levels create books to send 
to children living in very difficult situations abroad.  To date, approximately 
50,000 students have participated in these programs, and their progress 
has been recognized in numerous media publications.  Our two-person staff 
includes myself and the very talented Abha Thakkar.  
Thank you for your interest in the Memory Project.  The compassion we 
have witnessed at the hands of participating students gives us hope that, 
little by little, kindness spreads.

Peace,
Ben

Hall has taken the memory project on as our new mission. We are proud to say that we have 78 beautiful portraits that have all been carefully crafted by our art students. These portraits will be on display in the Slipe art gallery at the University of Hartford from May 25th-May 31st. May 29th. We will have a reception where you can meet the artists, and help give more to the orphans. We will be holding a silent auction as a fundraiser to reach out further to these children in desperate need, without parents, without support, and left in poverty stricken orphanages. We hope you can join us in this worthy community service project.

Sincerely,

Allegra Levy

President and founder of the Hall High Human Rights Coalition
