iCONN databases and Alerts
T. Cayer
2/2009


[image: image1.jpg]



One of the best timesavers you can use when doing research is to establish an RSS feed or an email alert for a particular search you are performing.  Using these tools will save you time because the information will come directly to you rather than you having to go out and perform the search every time you are looking for updates or newer information.
So what’s the difference between an email alert and an RSS feed?   An email alert creates a ‘note’ to the database to regularly send you an email when new information about your search arrives.  You then click on the link in the email and see the latest information.

An RSS feed is, for lack of a better term, a ‘code’ that you paste into an RSS Reader.  Readers are FREE, and Google has one of the best.  You will need an email account to set up Google Reader, but once you have it, you can receive feeds from all over the world—websites and databases alike.  Whenever a website is update, you receive a feed.  You can read it, tag it for later, “star’ it as a high priority or delete it.   (Sometimes feeds can be overwhelming.  You eventually learn which ones to keep and which to delete.)

For the iCONN databases, each vendor (Gale, ProQuest, EBSCO) has a different system for setting up alerts.  The chart on the back of this page will explain how each vendor works.
	Vendor
	Databases
	Email Alert Setup
	RSS Feed Setup
(RSS Reader required!)
	Notes

	EBSCOhost
	History Reference Center

Science Reference Center

GREENfile

Student Reference Center
	(You will need to have established a free, EBSCO database account.)
Use the “Alert, Save, Share” link and create an alert.
You may edit these at anytime. When you retrieve the alert information, you may be required to enter your library card number to access the database.
	Use the “Alert, Save, Share” link and create an RSS feed.  Copy the feed link and paste it into your reader.  You can edit the alert as well to change delivery settings, times, etc.  Results will be ‘fed’ right to your reader. (You may be required to enter your library card number to access the results of the feed.)
	Note your EBSCO username here:

	ProQuest
	National Newspapers
· Wash. Post

· NYTimes

· LATimes

· Christian Sci Mon

· Boston Globe

Hartford Courant
	Run a search and click on Set Up Alert.  In the pop-up box, choose the terms of your alert.  Be sure to enter your email address carefully. You will receive updates based on the terms you select.
	Run a search and click on Create RSS Feed. Copy the feed link to your RSS Reader.  (You may be required to enter your library card number to access the results of the feed.)
	

	Gale-Cengage
	Academic OneFile

General OneFile

General Reference Center

Expanded Academic

Informe and Others

Does NOT include:

-Biography Resource

-Discovering Collection

-Health Databases
	Click on “Create a Search Alert”—

· For an email alert, be sure to make the ALERT NAME something specific since you may have many of these throughout your research.

· For the RSS feed, copy the link to your Reader

(You may be required to enter your library card number to access the results of the feed.)
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