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General Reference Websites
E-Mentoring for New Teachers
Phi Delta Kappa, a fraternity for educators has this website that may be used to get to resources and to get access to e-mentoring services: http://www.teacher2teacher.org.  (Within that website, be sure to click on “The Teacher Connection.”

Bibliography and Footnotes
Bibliography and footnote style: Many secondary social studies teachers have students write research papers.  Here are some websites that show how to use the American Psychological Association (APA) format for citing sources in reports and articles: http://library.osu.edu/sites/guides/apagd.html, http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_apa.html, http://www.lib.usm.edu/research/guides/apa.html,, 
Children’s Literature Websites
Notable Social Studies Books for Young People compiled by NCSS with help from the American Library Association: http://www.socialstudies.org/resources/notable/
Children’s Book Council: http://www.cbcbooks.org/ 

Public Library of Charlotte-Mecklenburg County: http://www.bookhive.org/ 

Barnes and Noble Jr. Kid’s Books Website: http://www.barnesandnoble.com/subjects/children/children.asp?z=y 
Communication among Educators
This website was developed to promote communication among educators worldwide on a wide variety of topics: http://www.educationforum.ipbhost.com/.
Curriculum Development Websites
Understanding by Design (UbD) provides an approach to developing curriculum, which is powerful and important to use when developing curriculum in social studies and other areas.  UbD recommends building curriculum using “backwards design,” where teachers determine: first, the end results to be obtained through instruction; next, what constitutes evidence that those results have been obtained; and finally, how they would teach to accomplish those results.  The official Understanding by Design website is http://www.ubdexchange.org/.  Check the resources section in the website to learn more about UbD.  For full access to the website with all the resources it offers, including model, downloadable units, there is a reasonable subscription fee or $49 per year for an individual, with higher fees for schools and districts that vary by size.
The following website, produced by the Governors Academy for Technology in Teaching and Learning in South Dakota, also has useful information on Understanding by Design: http://www.sdttl.com/2002/ubd.htm.  
The Social Studies Center for Educational Development in Texas has a website which builds upon Understanding by Design.  It is worth examining to see how Understanding by Design may be used in the area of social studies: http://www.tea.state.tx.us/ssc/downloads/downloads.htm#TAKS_Downloads
Virginia’s History and Social Science Standards of Learning Curriculum Framework, developed in 2001, also builds upon the Understanding by Design approach.  To see how that state has applied Understanding by Design’s approach to curriculum to social studies, see this website: http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/Instruction/History/hist_ss_framework.html
Critical Thinking
Critical Thinking (Links): This website dealing, “Critical Thinking on the Web,” has links to all sorts of topics related to critical thinking: http://www.austhink.org/critical/ 

Critical Thinking (Various Websites from Universities): 
· http://www2.sjsu.edu/depts/itl/graphics/main.html, 
· http://www.sonoma.edu/cthink/, 
· http://www.ithaca.edu/library/training/think.html, 
· http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/critical.htm, 
· http://www.library.ucsb.edu/untangle/jones.html, 
· http://wsuctproject.wsu.edu/ctr.htm, 
· http://www.humboldt.edu/~act/HTML/,
· http://chiron.valdosta.edu/whuitt/col/cogsys/critthnk.html,
· http://www.chss.montclair.edu/ict/homepage.html
·  http://www.distance.uvic.ca/courses/critical/reason.htm, 
Critical Thinking (Lessons): http://skepdic.com/refuge/ctlessons.html, http://philosophy.hku.hk/think/ 

Critical Thinking (North Central Regional Education Laboratory): http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/envrnmnt/drugfree/sa3crit.htm 

Critical Thinking (National Archives): Click on “Analysis Worksheets” to find guides on how to analyze critically a variety of documents: http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/ 
Visual Literacy:  This website has links to many sites dealing with the topic of visual literacy, with critical analysis of the visual images that confront us: http://medialit.med.sc.edu/vislit.htm
Visual Literacy: This website, entitled “Picture This” has important ideas related to visual literacy as well as visuals related to U.S. history: http://www.museumca.org/picturethis/visual.html#one 
Discipline Problems in the Classroom
The University of New Orleans College of Education has identified many links pertaining to classroom management: http://ss.uno.edu/ss/homepages/cmanage.html.
Education World has a website with a variety of ideas on classroom management: http://www.education-world.com/a_curr/archives/classmanagement.shtml.
Educational Organizations
ASCD: The Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization, representing 175,000 educators from more than 135 countries, represents the entire profession of educators—superintendents, supervisors, principals, teachers, professors of education, and school board members.  It addresses all aspects of effective teaching and learning—such as professional development, educational leadership, and capacity building. It aims to “reflect the conscience and content of education.”  Its website is http://www.ascd.org/portal/site/ascd/index.jsp/. 
Education Trust: The Education Trust, which focuses on ways to narrow the learning gap between minorities and other students and favors high standards, operates this website with plenty of ideas: http://www2.edtrust.org/edtrust 
Learning First Alliance.  This organization is an alliance of 12 major education organizations of teachers, administrators, school boards, and parents that is supportive of public education.  The website has information related to current education issues and proposals for practical ways to support public education:  http://www.learningfirst.org/
Phi Delta Kappa: Phi Delta Kappa, a fraternity for educational leaders, has a website with lots of useful information for teachers.  See this webpage at the PDK website: http://www.pdkintl.org/tconnect/tchome.htm. 
Encyclopedias, Almanacs, Etc.
Biography.com: A website focused on biographies: http://www.biography.com/
Educator’s Network: Click on “Reference Tools” in this webpage to find a variety or reference resources: http://www.myteachertools.com/.
Encyclopedia Britannica: A website from Encyclopedia Britannica: http://www.britannica.com/
Information Please Almanac: An almanac website from Information Please: http://www.infoplease.com/
Thesaurus.com: A thesaurus website: http://www.thesaurus.com/
Useful General Websites for Teachers, Schools, and Students
AOL@School: This frequently updated website provides information on many topics for students, teachers, and administrators: http://school.aol.com/.  The website addresses all levels of education and different subjects.  One may also find lesson plans in this website.
BBC On-Line: This is an excellent website to find many topics from a UK vantage point: http://www.bbc.co.uk/.  This website has activities for teachers and parents to use with students from preschool through high school: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/.  Check out geography, history, citizenship, and study skills.
“Best of History Web Sites”: This website, which has excellent general reference links, comes from “The Best of History Web Sites” series of websites: http://besthistorysites.net/Research.shtml
Cable in the Classroom: This website provides information about Cable-TV-related programming and resources: http://www.ciconline.com/default.htm.

CyberLibrary: This website, developed by West Hartford, CT, Hall High School librarian Tim Cayer, provides excellent links to all sorts of websites teachers will find to be of interest (social studies content-related, news-related, museum-related, media-literacy-related, graphics related, etc., etc.): http://Cayermedia.com/. 
EduHound: The “EduHound website, with lots of good information for teachers, other educators, and kids, links to schools and classrooms, and clip art.  The site is fun to explore: http://www.eduhound.com/
Family Education.com: This website provides reference links and information of children, parents, and teachers, including activities for social studies for various grade levels: http://www.familyeducation.com/home/
Graphic Organizers: This website from the North Central Regional Education Laboratory (NCREL) has good ideas for designing graphic organizers: http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/students/learning/lr1grorg.htm 
Links4Kids: This website from the United Kingdom provides many safe websites for kids to help them with homework: http://www.links4kids.co.uk/homeworkhelp.htm
Middle School Website: This website from Discovery School includes lesson plan ideas for the middle school level: http://school.discovery.com/lessonplans/6-8.html.
Motivating Students: This website deals with motivating students.  Some ideas in the website strike me as being like bribery, but the site includes some interesting links http://www.education-world.com/a_curr/curr301.shtml
Smithsonian Website: http://educate.si.edu/.

SuccessLink Website for Schools: The SuccessLink website provides lessons for all subjects keyed to the Missouri Assessment Program (MAP): http://www.successlink.org/
Website of and For Images: A website called “The Amazing Picture Machine,” from the North Central Regional Technology in Education Consortium: http://www.ncrtec.org/picture.htm
Wikipedia: Wikipedia is a free on-line encyclopedia maintained by volunteers.  According to Joyce Kasman Valenza of the Philadelphia Enquirer, it is maintained “in open-source spirit, it is developed, written and corrected by volunteer editors around the world. They range from casual visitors to hobbyists to scholars. Many spend a staggering number of hours creating content and correcting commas, yet no supervising editorial expert organizes or vets the content. The accuracy of articles depends on the point at which you view an entry and the knowledge and conscientiousness of the authors.”  Because its articles may vary in their scholarship, it should be used with a critical eye: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
Glossary of Educational Terms
North Central Regional Educational Laboratory: NCREL has a glossary of educational terms and acronyms, which should be of interest to teachers and other educators: http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/misc/glossary.htm
ASCD: This lexicon from ASCD provides definitions of technical education terms: http://www.ascd.org/portal/site/ascd/menuitem.4247f922ca8c9ecc8c2a9410d3108a0c/
Government Websites
First Government for Kids: A general reference website made for students on homework and on many social studies related topics and topics related to other subjects: http://www.kids.gov/
Library of Congress: A general reference website from the Library of Congress: http://www.loc.gov/index.html 
National Archives: A general reference website from the National Archives and Records Administration: http://www.archives.gov/.

U.S. Federal Government Compilation of Websites for Educators and Students: Teachers, parents, students, & others are invited to search FREE for teaching & learning resources from more than 40 federal organizations: http://www.ed.gov/free/
Internet for Families (Safe, Productive Use of Internet)


GetNetWise: GetNetWise is a project of the Internet Education Foundation helping to ensure that families have safe, constructive, and educational or entertaining online experiences. The GetNetWise coalition attempts to provide the resources that family and educators need to make informed decisions about young peoples' use of the Internet.  This site includes popular resources, including sites relevant to social studies.  The site’s address is http://www.getnetwise.org/.

Library Websites
American Library Association: American Library Association’s “700+ Great Sites”: http://www.ala.org/parentspage/greatsites/amazing.html
Awesome Library: A website with 14,000 links in many areas, including social studies: http://www.awesomelibrary.org/.

Internet Public Library of the University of Michigan: The Internet Public Library is an educational initiative of the University of Michigan School of Information providing library services to the Internet community.  Professional librarians staff the IPL with assistance from students and volunteer librarians from around the world. The library maintains a collection of online ready reference works; responds to reference questions; creates web resources; evaluates and categorizes resources on the Internet; and provides a space for exhibits.  The site address is http://www.ipl.org/.
THE WWW Virtual Library: This website provides many links about many topics related to social studies: http://vlib.org/.

Middle School Websites
The book Shooting for the Sun: The Message of Middle School Reform may be downloaded from this website: http://www.emcf.org/programs/student/shootingforthesun.htm
Missouri-Related Websites

Learning Opportunities in Missouri: This website from “Missouri Families” provides lots of information on various websites pertaining to places to visit in Missouri: http://missourifamilies.org/learnadventure.htm.

Missouri’s MAP Testing Program and Websites on Testing Issues
Hazelwood School District’s MAP Attack: Hazelwood School District (St. Louis County) has developed excellent lessons to help students learn content and skills pertinent to the MAP Test at the elementary level: http://www.hazelwood.k12.mo.us/~cdavis01/map2000/.

Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education: The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education has a website pertaining to the state’s assessment program: http://dese.mo.gov/divimprove/assess/index.html. 
Newspapers in Education
Many local newspapers have “Newspapers in Education” programs, which offer lesson plans and other resources for teachers on how to use newspapers as an instructional tool.  Be sure to check to see if your local newspaper(s) have such programs.  Following are some examples of NIE programs, which provide on-line lesson ideas for teachers:

· Missouri Press Association: http://www.mopress.com/livepages/62.shtml
· St. Louis Post Dispatch: http://nie.post-dispatch.com/  
· New York Times Learning Network: http://www.nytimes.com/learning/.

· Detroit Free Press Association: http://dnie.com/.

· USA Weekend: http://www.usaweekend.com/partners/nie/nie.html.

· Education World: http://www.education-world.com/.
· E-Mints National Center: http://www.emints.org/ethemes/resources/S00001146.shtml.

· Ideas on teaching current events using newspapers, magazines, and TV:  http://www.csun.edu/~hcedu013/cevents.html 

·  Ideas for lessons from The Teacher’s Desk: http://www.teachersdesk.org/news.html 
Online Projects
Following sites for online projects were suggested by Odvard Egil Dyrli in the magazine The District Administrator:

· Discovery.com Expedition Adventures: http://dsc.discovery.com/
· The Global Schoolhouse: http://www.gsn.org
· The International Education and Resource Network: http://www.iearn.org
· The Jason Project, which relates to geography: http://www.jasonproject.org/  
· KIDLINK/KIDPROJ: http://www.kidlink.org/KIDPROJ/
· NASA Quest: http://quest.arc.nasa.gov
· The WebQuest Page: http://webquest.sdsu.edu
· World Trek Odyssey: http://www.worldtrek.org
Following is a website that has good ideas on conducting meetings and making presentations: http://www.3m.com/meetingnetwork/
Organizations with Information about School Laws and Policy Matters
· Education Commission of the States: http://www.ecs.org/
· Council of Chief State School Officers: http://www.ccsso.org/
· U.S. Department of Education: http://www.ed.gov/index.jhtml
· Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education: http://dese.mo.gov/  
Rubrics (Scoring Guides) for Assessments
· Discovery Channel website on rubrics: http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/assess.html 

· Rubrics 4 Teachers website, which has links to many other websites of interest to teachers, such as a website dealing with discipline-related problems: http://www.rubrics4teachers.com
· Rubistar rubrics creation website: http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php
Search Engines
Ask for Kids: A useful search engine, where questions are submitted as simple sentences: http://www.askforkids.com/ 
About.com: A useful search engine: http://about.com/education/ 
Google: A useful search engine, where one may type in the topic of a search and many links are shown: http://www.google.com.

HotBot: This is a useful search engine for teachers, which has no specific kid-friendly features. http://www.hotbot.lycos.com.

Internet Oracle: Following is a website that provides linkages to many other reference websites: http://www.InternetOracle.com/encyclop.htm
KidsClick: This website presents appropriate educational content compiled by librarians. One may also click on a feature called “Through a Librarian’s Eyes” to obtain a catalog of sites organized by the Dewey Decimal System. http://sunsite.berkeley.edu/KidsClick!/
Yahooligans: This Yahoo website is especially designed for children: http://yahooligans.yahoo.com/
Study Skills
Study Skills: A website pertaining to study skills: http://www.how-to-study.com/
Study Skills Ideas from University of Vermont: A website from the University of Vermont with all sorts of study skill tips listed under the category of “Self-Help Information”: http://www.ucc.vt.edu/stdysk/stdyhlp.html
Study Skills Ideas from University of St. Thomas: This website from the University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, MN, has many ideas for study skills focused around the following topics: Preparing to Learn, Classroom Preparation, Preparing for Tests, Writing Skills, Study Skills, Math and Science, Reading Skills, Taking Tests, Writing Basics, and “Webtruth”: http://www.stthomas.edu/academicsupport/helpful_study_skills_links.htm.

Writing and Reading across the Curriculum
Effective Writing: Examine lesson plans from Education World on how to teach writing in content areas: http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/lesson249.shtml
English Grammar: Here is a website with annotated links to various grammar websites: http://web.uccs.edu/hnapierk/engl311/websites_f01.htm.  One good grammar website found in the links is from Purdue University: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/grammar/.

Social Studies
Organizations
NCSS (A very important website):  National Council for the Social Studies with lots of information and links of value to social studies teachers: http://www.ncss.org/
MCSS (A very important website): The website of the Missouri Council for the Social Studies with information about state conferences: http://www.mosocialstudies.org/
Canadian Council for the Social Studies: This website has been developed for Canadian studies teachers may have links that would be of interest to U.S. teachers: http://www.quasar.ualberta.ca/css/Css_39_2/index39_2.htm.
Council of State Social Studies Specialists: This is the organization to which social studies specialists from State Education Agencies belong.  The website may be used to find such information as what social studies and social studies testing are required in the states (click on “Survey”).  The website address is http://www.cs4online.org/
International Education Consortium in St. Louis: The website of St. Louis’s International Education Consortium, which has excellent links for many areas of social studies to be found by clicking on “Web Resources”: http://info.csd.org/staffdev/iecweb/iec.html
I Keep Bookmarks.  This website from the Cooperating School Districts with help from the International Education Consortium has produced this listing of social studies websites: http://www.ikeepbookmarks.com/browse.asp?folder=555174.
Vermont Social Studies Alliance: This website was developed by the Vermont Social Studies Alliance for Vermont social studies teachers: http://www.vermontsocialstudies.org/
Activities and Lessons for Social Studies (See also Resources for Social Studies below)
ArtsEdge Activities: The “ArtsEdge” website for teachers was developed by the Kennedy Center: http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/teach/les.cfm).  Use the pull-down menu under “Lesson Finder” to find social studies activities. 
Columbia Education Center: These websites of the Columbia Education Center have links to lesson plans in all subjects including social studies: http://www.col-ed.org/cur/ and http://youth.net/cec/cec.html
Interact (Simulation Activities): This website from Interact lists simulations the Interact Company sells: http://www.teachinteract.com.  I have listed the website here because the website also includes some useful links for anyone who clicks on “Resources.”
Lesson Plans 4 Teachers: This website provides links to many quality social studies lesson plans: http://www.lessonplans4teachers.com/socialstudies.php
New York Times: The New York Times produces lesson plans related to articles it prints: http://www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/lessons/socialstudies.html
Social Studies Lesson Plans: This website has links to many lesson plans for social studies: http://www.csun.edu/~hcedu013/plans.html
McREL’s Website: This website from the McREL Regional Education Laboratory has very useful links to lessons and other resources in the behavioral social sciences, civics, economics, geography, history, and technology: http://www.mcrel.org/lesson-plans/index.asp.  
PBS Teacher Source: This website has many lesson plans for teachers related to all facets of social studies: http://www.pbs.org/teachersource/soc_stud.htm.
Reading Comprehension Activities: This website has social studies-related passages among many others to help students with their reading comprehension skills:  http://www.edhelper.com/. 
“Social Studies on the Web”: This website, entitled “Social Studies on the Web,” developed by Ellis Batson when working on his masters degree, has links to the various social studies disciplines and current events and to lesson plans for social studies: http://members.aye.net/~ellisb/socialstudies/index.html.

WebQuests: A set of WebQuest activities on a variety of topics: http://webquest.sdsu.edu
Curriculum for Social Studies


Missouri’s Curriculum Framework for Social Studies: The framework is a planning document that is helpful for the development of social studies curriculum.  http://dese.mo.gov/divimprove/curriculum/frameworks/ss.html. 
Evergreen Social Studies Curriculum from Saskatchewan: http://www.sasked.gov.sk.ca/docs/social.html.

Resources for Social Studies, Including Websites with Lots of Links
Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education:  DESE has developed a user-friendly set of links to social studies to social studies disciplines: http://dese.mo.gov/moheritage/SocialStudies.htm
Marco Polo Website (An outstanding website):  The Marco Polo website is an excellent website that provides access to outstanding websites in the areas of history and humanities, geography, economics, mathematics, the arts, and sciences. http://www.wcom.com/marcopolo
Social Studies Development Center: This Social Studies Development Center of Indiana University website offers links to national and state standards related to social studies and the disciplines that make up social studies: http://www.indiana.edu/~ssdc/stand.htm. 
Best of History: These websites are among the websites in “The Best of History Web Sites” series of websites: http://besthistorysites.net/GeneralResources.shtml, http://besthistorysites.net/LessonPlans.shtml, http://besthistorysites.net/Multimedia.shtml, and http://besthistorysites.net/Research.shtml. 
The Center for Learning: The Center for Learning produces textbooks that deal with a number of specialized social studies topics: http://www.centerforlearning.org/socialstudies.asp. 

Social Studies School Service: The Social Studies School Service markets social studies materials of all sorts produced by many publishers.  Its website also includes information about links and lesson plans: http://www.socialstudies.com/.
California History-Social Science Course Models Online: This website presents model lessons tied to the California History-Social Science Curriculum for grades K-8, with links to many subjects: http://www.history.ctaponline.org.

Annenburg/CTB: This website provides access to a number of excellent video in-service programs for social studies teachers on how to teach specific topics in civics and U.S. history.  To obtain access to the video programs teachers need to register with the website.  Programs available are provided within the following series: A Biography of America, The Constitution: That Delicate Balance, The Western Tradition, Democracy in America, Making Civics Real, A Workshop for Teachers, and Primary Sources: Workshops in American History: http://www.learner.org/resources/series123.html.
“The Awesome Library website: A website with all sorts of information related to social studies and other subjects: http://www.awesomelibrary.org/
“Blue Highway website”: This “Blue Highway” website, developed by Ray Schroeder of the University of Illinois at Springfield, consists of a “Teacher’s Page” with useful links for social studies and for other references and resources: http://www.uis.edu/%7Eschroede/school/
“Blue Web’n” from Pacific Bell: This website from Pacific Bell, called “Blue Web’n,” is a library of links to “Blue Ribbon websites” in all subjects, including social studies and history and for all grades.  Because the listing is annotated, one can save a lot of time in finding good websites by using this one.  http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/bluewebn/#table
DocuSeek.com: This is a search site for independent documentary, social issue, and educational videos: http://www.docuseek.com/wc.dll?docprocess~startsearch.
Federal Government Website for Teachers: Federal government website for teachers: http://www.ed.gov/free/index.html. (This site includes information on the various disciplines that comprise social studies as well.  The specific website for social studies is http://wdcrobcolp01.ed.gov/cfapps/free/displaysubject.cfm?sid=9) 
Geography World: This website developed by a Pennsylvania teacher, Brad Bowerman, has put together links to many geography, as well as historical and cultural resources.  It is amazing in all that it has to offer: http://members.aol.com/bowermanb/101.html.

GeoHistory, Inc.: GeoHistory, Inc., is a software company that offers maps and inquiry lessons on world history.  It also has links to many other topics: http://www.geohistory.com.

Images for Use in Lessons: The following are good websites for images that may be used without copyright problems: http://openphoto.net/, http://pics.tech4learning.com/, http://www.openclipart.org/cgi-bin/navigate, http://www.firstgov.gov/Topics/Graphics.shtml, and http://mciu.org/~spjvweb/cfimages.html. 
New York Times Website for Teachers: This website has activities for social studies teachers related to the news and historical news items: http://www.nytimes.com/learning/index.html
 “Scholar’s Guide to the WWW,” developed by emeritus professor of history Richard Jensen of the University of Chicago focuses on the humanities and social sciences with lots of links: http://tigger.uic.edu/~rjensen/.

Social Studies Teachers Lin and Don Donn: This Web site developed by two certificated social studies teachers, Lin and Don Donn, offers a wealth of information for social studies teachers. http://members.aol.com/donnandlee/SiteIndex.html#History
Social Studies Faculty from Kelleen High School, Killeen, Texas: This website, provided for students and faculty of Killeen High School, Killeen, Texas, provides hundreds of links on many social studies topics. This is a great starting point for students needing help with research projects and teachers looking for specific resources links. http://killeenroos.com/links.htm 

Website with Resources and Activities to teach California Social Studies Standards: This site, out of California, offers a large variety of social studies units, which are separated by grade.  Many of the units also offer a listing of additional resources and activities. http://www.history.ctaponline.org/center/
Website of Tony Ambrose, University of Missouri-St. Louis: The website with links developed by Anthony Ambrose, Teacher, Curriculum Director, Ed. Tech Consultant at the University of Missouri-St. Louis: http://www.umsl.edu/~sahambr
Kathy Schrock:  There are all sorts of useful links on this website, which is updated frequently: http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/sos.html
Reach Every Child: This website has lots of links social studies teachers will find to be useful: http://www.reacheverychild.com/socialstudies/index.html
Mildred E. Strang Middle School: Donna Baratta, Library Media Specialist, compiled the following set of links for the field of social studies: http://www.yorktown.org/our%20schools/mesms/library/select_socialst_meslibrary.htm
Activities from Public Television & Cable Television Stations
C-SPAN: The website of C-SPAN developed with the teacher in mind: http://www.c-spanclassroom.org/. 
Kathy Schrock’s Website from the Discovery Channel: Social studies activities from Discovery Channel: http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/
 “The Teacher’s Source” from PBS: A special website from PBS called “The Teacher’s Source,” where on this specific web page one may link to lesson plans pertaining to different facets of history, government and other aspects of social studies: http://www.pbs.org/teachersource/soc_stud.htm
Current Event and News Websites  (See also News and Current Events Websites in the websites for Civics/Government)

C-SPAN in the Classroom: This website is a valuable source focused on current issues: http://www.c-spanclassroom.org/. 
Newseum: This is the interactive website of the Newseum, the nation’s news museum, which is in process of moving to Washington, D.C.  The Newseum explores news issues of past and present, as well as the role of the press in American life.  It may be found at this address. http://www.newseum.org
New York Times Website for Teachers: This website has activities for social studies teachers related to the news and historical news items: http://www.nytimes.com/learning/index.html
Time Magazine: Time Magazine offers an on-line version of "News for Kids". You'll find grade-level appropriate stories, games and other activities. http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/
USA Today: USA TODAY created this website for educators. Each day, teachers receive the latest news from USA TODAY and can find lesson plans to assist teaching current events. http://www.usatoday.com/educate/home.htm
Washington Post Website for Kids of Elementary and Middle School Levels: This news site offers a look at what's going on in the world.  Articles are appropriate for upper elementary and middle school students. http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/education/kidspost/
Special Topics
Art & Social Studies: Following are websites pertaining to works of art and how they may be interpreted.  Analysis of works of art may be useful when teaching history, geography, and cultural studies: 

· How to Read a Painting (http://www.kcsd.k12.pa.us/~projects/critic/index.html) and 

· The website of the St. Louis Art museum: http://www.slam.org/
· The Getty Arts Education website: http://www.getty.edu/artsednet/
· This Smithsonian website, entitled “Landscape Paintings: Artists Who Loved the Land, includes reproductions of landscape paintings and lesson plans: http://smithsonianeducation.org/educators/lesson_plans/art_design.html.

· The Metropolitan Museum of the Arts: http://www.metmuseum.org/explore/index.asp and http://www.metmuseum.org/collections/.

· The Kennedy Center has a website called “Arts Edge,” which includes lessons and activities for social studies: http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/teach/les.cfm.

· “Artlex,” a dictionary of arts terminology: http://www.artlex.com/.

· Art and Roman Artists website: http://www.museumstuff.com/topics2/art-and-roman-artists.html
· Museum stuff: http://www.museumstuff.com/
· Art History on the Web: http://witcombe.sbc.edu/ARTHLinks.html
Document Analysis: This website from the National Archives provides suggestions for teachers for how to help their students analyze documents: http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/. 
Ethical Dilemmas: A website of the Institute of Global Issues focused on right-versus-right issues or ethical dilemmas: http://www.globalethics.org/resources/dilemmas.htm. 
Festivals: This website is a useful resource to find out about festivals that occur all over the United States and world.  One could use the site to find out about festivals in Missouri.  The site may be found at this address: http://www.festivals.com/. 
Holocaust: Following is the website from the Facing History and Ourselves Program.  This program, which deals with the Holocaust, by dealing with an historical topic, could be categorized as a history website.  At the same time, the program deals with civic responsibility and group membership, which makes it appropriate to the study of civics/government and sociology.  Here is the site’s address: http://www.facing.org/facing/fhao2.nsf.

Holocaust Plus: Gerda Weitzman was a survivor of the Holocaust who married Kurt Klein, a U.S. GI, who had earlier been sent from his homeland of Germany by his parents to escape anti-Semitic persecution.  The Kleins, who now live in the United States, setup a foundation called the Gerda and Kurt Klein Foundation, which is committed to helping people learn lessons from the Holocaust and also to commit themselves to making the world a better place, especially by fighting hunger.  The website is interdisciplinary with its embrace of history, geography, and civic action (to fight hunger and prejudice).  The site may be found at http://www.kleinfoundation.org/.

Issues (Choices for the 21st Century Project): This is the website of the Choices of the 21st Century Project, which has produced inexpensive units pertaining to current issues and U.S. and world history: http://www.choices.edu. 
Literature within Social Studies: NCSS and the American Library Association each year come up with a list of Notable Social Studies Trade Books for Young People at this website: http://www.socialstudies.org/resources/notable/.
Political Cartoons: A website for political cartoons with lesson plans and suggestions on how to use political cartoons: http://cagle.slate.msn.com/teacher/
Prejudice: The Anti-Defamation League has a website dealing with resources for teaching about prejudice: http://www.adl.org/main_education.asp
Prejudice and Hate: Helping students learn about bias and hate, their consequences and how to deal with these problems: http://www.partnersagainsthate.org/publications/guide_summary.html.

Refugee Issues: This website from the UN Refugee Agency provides online lesson plans pertaining to refugee issues that tie into civic, geography, and history education: http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/home. 
Religion, Teaching about: One of the most important topics for social studies teachers in any courses they teach is that of what to teach about religion.  This website would be a good resource to use for that purpose: http://www.teachingaboutreligion.org/.
Standards for Social Studies and Other Disciplines
State and National Standards
State and National Standards: National and state social studies and fine arts standards from the ERIC Social Studies Social Science Clearinghouse: http://www.indiana.edu/~ssdc/stand.htm.  DESE has also created an electronic page of links to national standards: http://dese.mo.gov/moheritage/Assessment.htm. 
National Standards
To find national standards for all subjects, including civics, economics, geography, and history (but not social studies), using a single website, see the following website from McREL: http://www.mcrel.org/compendium/browse.asp. 
Social Studies: Social Studies Standards, which were developed by the National Council for the Social Studies:  http://www.socialstudies.org/standards/
Following are websites for each of the specific social studies-related standards:

Civics: National Civics Standards developed by the Center for Civic Education: http://www.mcrel.org/compendium/Standard.asp?SubjectID=14
Economics: National Economics Standards developed by the National Council on Economic Education: http://www.economicsamerica.org/standards/index.html and http://www.ncee.net/ea/standards/.  
Geography: National Geography Standards, which were developed by the Geography Education Standards Project on behalf of the American Geographical Society, the National Council for Geographic Education, the Association of American Geographers, and the National Geographic Society: http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/standards/matrix.html. 
For activities related to the geography standards, see this National Geographic website: http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/activities/matrix.html
History: National History Standards, which were developed by the National Center for History in the Schools: http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/nchs/standards/
Psychology: National Standards for the Teaching of Psychology were developed by the American Psychological Association.  These are standards that may be used by high school teachers who teach courses in psychology: http://www.apa.org/ed/hscontents.html
Assessment Related to Standards
The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education has developed an excellent website with links to social studies-related assessment-related sites: http://dese.mo.gov/moheritage/Assessment.htm
The Issue of Testing, Teaching, and Learning from PBS: The following website explores issues of testing from many perspectives: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/schools/testing/.

State Standards
State Standards may be found at this Indiana University Social Studies Development Center website: http://www.indiana.edu/~ssdc/stand.htm
Missouri Show-Me Standards and Related Items: Missouri’s Show-Me Standards may be found at this website: http://dese.mo.gov/standards/.  Missouri’s Social Studies Content Specifications, which expand upon the Show-Me Standards for Social Studies may be found at this site: http://dese.mo.gov/divimprove/assess/annotations/ss/index.htm.  Missouri’s Grade Level Expectations, which indicate how the Content Specifications may be related to various grade levels may be found at this site: http://dese.mo.gov/divimprove/curriculum/GLE/SSgle.html.  Finally, Missouri’s Curriculum Framework for Social Studies may be found at this site: http://dese.mo.gov/divimprove/curriculum/frameworks/ss.html.    
State Standards: McREL's online Compendium is a synthesis of standards documents from professional subject-area organizations and selected state standards. Standards and benchmarks are presented in 14 content areas including those in behavioral studies, history, geography, civics, and economics: http://www.mcrel.org/compendium/browse.asp 
Activities Related to State Standards
Activities related to California History-Social Science Standards: http://www.history.ctaponline.org/center/
Standards of Other Nations


United Kingdom:  Following are websites for national standards in history and geography respectively: http://www.ncaction.org.uk/subjects/history/index.htm and http://www.ncaction.org.uk/subjects/geog/index.htm.

( The websites in this document have been compiled by Warren Solomon, Clinical Associate, College of Education of the University of Missouri-Columbia, formerly Social Studies Curriculum Consultant from the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.  Thanks to many people who helped me in this effort including Fred Czarra, Council of Chief State School Officers, Jerry Aschermann, Missouri Western State College, and Randy Rook, Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.  Although the list may seem long, it is just the tip of the iceberg.  A caution: It is possible that some of the web sites no longer exist or that their addresses have changed.





Teachers should not only use documents like this one as a resource, they should not forget to use the services of librarian-media specialists in their schools.
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